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Catherine Somzé floats
across the lJ in search of
the city’s cultural future.
Photography by Trey Guinn

"ve always thought that living in

Noord would be romantic in the way

that living on a boat might be: just off

the mainland, a bit unconventional
and hippie-ish, infused with light and also,
fundamentally: cheap.

For the last few years, lots of my favour-
ite local arts institutions have cast their gaze
northward. The Filmmuseum (now Eye
Film Institute) is headed there, of course,
and one of Amsterdam’s most interesting
galleries, Motive Gallery, decided to
leave the Jordaan to open across the IJ.
Together with the brand new platform
for contemporary art, appropriately

named Nieuw Dakota, they form the

core of what could become a new art
district. But what's really the draw of
the great northern expanse other than
space and inexpensive rents? Could [
even fill up a day there?

My first stop was at the new
Motive Gallery at Ms van Riems-
dijkweg 41a, a former metal
workshop with high ceilings, bare
concrete floors and huge windows,

in the haven of the NDSM-werf.

‘We were seeking an industrial
place that would play a significant role in
the way visitors experience the works on
show,’ said Petra Kuipers, co-director and
founder, explaining the attraction of Noord.
‘We wanted to be able to host events such
as lectures, dinners and conferences within
the gallery itself.’

The current show (until 10 July) includes
replicas of micro-fossils from the Artis
Geological Museum collection and a map
of Hawaii made of ceramics that looks like
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lava and which expands into the gallery
space, by Irene Kopelman. Also on show is
an installation of posters that were laid on
the floor by artist Pierre Leguillon as part
of a performance on opening night.

Next, I headed over to Motive Gallery’s
neighbour in the adjacent space, Nieuw
Dakota at Ms van Riemsdijkweg 41b . It
wasn’t simply the appeal of post-industrial
sites that attracted the arts to Noord, said
its director, Pieter Sanders: the local mu-
nicipality provided some incentives — i.e.
cash for converting the metal workshop
into gallery spaces.

Public money is also behind the trans-
formation of the imposing NDSM-werf
into a ‘broedplaals’, or cultural incubator.
The impressive 82,000 square metre former
shipyard (ten football fields’ worth, accord-
ing to the website) is now home to
workshops and ateliers for artists,
theatre companies and other
creative professionals.

I sat down with Lard
Breebaart, owner of design
company Lard Designs,
one of the first offices in
what is now called the
‘Kunststad, or art city.
colld see a ping-pong table
through an ajar door. “This
is really one of the greatest
“streets” within the Kunststad,
he said, and then explained: “This is
the name we give to the alleys formed by
the offices built within the yard.

The interior walls of the NDSM-werf
give the feeling of an expressionist film set,
with parts covered in Banksy-like graffiti.
An LED McDonald’s sign hangs besides a
large-scale chalk drawing of a child crying.
On my way out, the recognisable sound
of skateboards drew me straight into the
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Skatepark, built as a hanging platform.

A handful of young boys were dutifully

practicing their jumps. Art within arm’s

reach of sport: a rare find.

Upon leaving this futuristic city, I stum-
bled across a group of French architects
who'd come to Amsterdam specifically to
admire the seemingly anarchic growth of
ateliers and working space in Noord. They
were listening to Paulien Westendorp,
director of New Energy, a business that
develops solutions for sustainable energy.

‘Kunsistad generates its own electricity
and water,” she was saying, pointing to two
large metal containers. ‘“They support solar
panels.” She continued, explaining how
some large pipes outside, filled with water
where children happened to be splashing
around, were installations to teach use of
water as a renewable energy source.
To complete the picture of an
alternative site where hip-
pie ideals meet high tech,

T ordered a coffee and a
guacamole wrap (only
available at lunchtime) at
the Noorderlicht Café at
tt-Neveritaweg 33. Hid-
den behind the NDSM-werf

building, most customers

discover it during the Over

festival that takes place every
year in July (1-11) on the site of the

NDSM-werf. The scene at Noorderlicht is
practically a flower-child base-camp on the
beach. There’s a campfire, lounge music
and strings of colourful lights. Part of the
sun-bathed terrace overlooking the IJ is
covered by what looks like a circus tent. [
found this spot to be idyllic, and returned
the next day for more sunbathing.

But by then I also wanted to do a little

het 1) Festival , a great theatre
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shopping, so I biked over to the ‘alternative
furniture boulevard’, the Papaverweg ,
where there are two terrific vintage furni-
ture shops facing one another: mid-century
modern furniture dealer Neef Louis at 46
Papaverweg and rustic-inspired vintage
shop Van Dijk en Ko at number 48, both
recently decamped from Amsterdam West.
Situated in a former GTI factory com-
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plex — Neef Louis was a school and Van
Dijk en Ko was a factory where workers !
applied what they learned across the street |
— the two shops are also emblematic of i
how the expectations for Noord’s expan- !
sion haven’t gone exactly as planned. The
furniture stores were permitted to set up
shop in these historic buildings when plans
for commercial lofts were set back as a
consequence of the financial crisis.

Louis Vlaarkamp, a mechanic-turned-
owner of Neef Louis, remembers when he
himself worked in the garbage-burning fac-
tory that used to be down the road. He has a
somewhat sentimental appreciation for the
place. ‘This used to be hell, a nightly world
of men and heat,” he recalls. But now he be-
lieves that the neighbourhood has far better
promise. ‘People have started understanding
that Noord is truly Amsterdam’s Riviera.’

The day was over and 1 still hadn’t had a
chance to visit the local open-air markets
on the Mosplein and Buikslotermeer-
plein for clothes and cheap food. Phew. It
appears I definitely have to return again to
the great north.

Noorderlicht Café
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